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VON BRAUN TO RETIRE FROM NASA 

D r .  Wernher von Braun, Deputy Associate Admin i s t r a to r  

h a s  r e t i r e d  from NASA t o  j o i n  F a i r c h i l d  I n d u s t r i e s  as 

Corpora te  Vice-pres ident  f o r  Engineer ing  and Development. 

The move i s  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1. 

Commenting on D r .  von Braun ' s  d e c i s i o n ,  D r .  James C.  

F l e t c h e r ,  NASA Admin i s t r a to r  s a i d :  

" D r .  von Braun ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  re t i re  from NASA i s  a 

source  o f  g r e a t  r e g r e t  t o  a l l  o f  us  a t  t h e  agency. 

"For more than  a q u a r t e r  of  a cen tu ry ,  he  has  se rved  

t h e  United States as t h e  l e a d e r  i n  space  r o c k e t  development. 

H i s  e f f o r t s  f i r s t  p u t  t h e  United S ta tes  i n  space  w i t h  Explor- 

er  I. A s  Director o f  t h e  Marsha l l  Space F l i g h t  Cen te r  f o r  

o v e r  1 0  y e a r s ,  h e  d i r e c t e d  t h e  development of t h e  w o r l d ' s  

m o s t  powerful  r o c k e t ,  t h e  S a t u r n  V -- which has  t aken  1 0  

American a s t r o n a u t s  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  Moon. 
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"All of us  i n  NASA w i l l  m i s s  t h e  d a i l y  s t i m u l a t i o n  of 

h i s  p re sence ,  b u t  w e  are c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  w e  w i l l  con t inue  t o  

have t h e  b e n e f i t  of h i s  i n s p i r a t i o n  and counsel  i n  t h e  con- 

t i n u i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n  and use  of space .  '' 

D r .  von Braun s a i d ,  "1 l e a v e  NASA wi th  a deep f e e l i n g  

of  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  wonderful and unique o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

t h e  agency has  given m e  du r ing  t h e  l a s t  1 2  yea r s .  

"Most r e c e n t l y  I have devoted my e n e r g i e s  t o  h e l p  

d e f i n e  f u t u r e  program o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  t h e  agency. I a m  

l e a v i n g  w i t h  t h e  knowledge t h a t  NASA h a s  enough w e l l  thought  

o u t  p l a n s  t o  keep it moving ahead f o r  many y e a r s  t o  come, 

even though s o m e  of t h e s e  may have t o  be d e f e r r e d  because 

of budget  c o n s t r a i n t s .  

"I would l i k e  t o  devote  my t i m e  now t o  h e l p  imple- 

ment some space  p r o j e c t s  I f e e l  are of p a r t i c u l a r  importance.  

I t h i n k  I can do t h i s  b e s t  i n  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  where t h e  

t o o l s  of p r o g r e s s  are be ing  made. 

"I have enjoyed t o  t h e  f u l l e s t ,  my p a s t  a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  space  agency and t h o s e  f e l l o w  s c i e n t i s t s  and 

e n g i n e e r s  w i t h  whom I worked. 

"I look forward t o  a con t inu ing  rewarding a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i t h  them and wish them luck  and s u c c e s s . "  
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